Fiiday, June 6, 2008

ATMOSPHERE
“When Life Gives-You Lemons ...
(Rhymesayvers)

Slug was the rare rapper who delvad intc his failings and insecurities when he and his
partner, the producer Aat (short f5r Anthony 1 wvis), started Atmosphere in the 1900 in
Minneapolis. For a while Almosph=r+ was tz220d 2o e rap, “lov that Slug (whess r20l
name is Sean Daley) is in his 30s and \tmo:zph: re has a loval audieac - he hias almost —
not quite - run out of confessions.

)n “When Life Gives You Lemems ...,” Atmoapbeai s fifth retail albhmm — it refe oo

dewnloadable collection on i mosth
looks at other people’s lives: a bunch of lc ¢, oratbesl strocijers. hog ard - mesed
svinpaihy There arc waitresse:, prostitute  a howelos . man, droake ads farded rock

star and some unsuitable parcits.

The vsords are upfront. with a naturaliztic deliver hat omeiimes = 2lls

These are storytelling songs, not club tr= ks, movie 7 at widdrerar oo snd otien casin: back
toward ballads. Ant’s lean, varied | rodnuctions often nce juct one ap per cone which
might be a buzzing svnthesizer riff, :ome« gespel-soul nicno chards, eoul-"om b0 o i
“GGuarantees,” which is a portrait of a ~oiking sinii @ sinzo-congwriter’s lone —afior, o Tow
sonzs have melodic choruses that Slug sings modetly | ot oo aotioaly

Shig himself i« still in a fow songs: Yooterdar © which eoupes o0 it e 2nont
ex-girlfriend until its last tew rhome s, and 1= " a carning oo == hookops o
hint of bossa nova. And in “You,” after « mpathizine ~vith a wait: hods constant]s

tending off unwanted ad-ances, he can’t recio flivting bimaselt. Bz docsn’t judoe ~the



